
Rome, day 3, the Vatican (4 hours) 
 
The Vatican.  Guided tour vs. go it alone. Either way, this is most of a morning.  And worth it. 

 

 
 
If you go it alone…  The museum opens at 9:00 a.m. I strongly suggest you get to the 
line, by taxi, at 8:15, no later.  8:00 would be better.  The line will move fast once the 
museum opens.  Get inside and walk.  You have about a 25 minute walk before you get to 
the Sistine Chapel with the Michelangelo ceiling. Just follow the signs. Once you get in 
the chapel with the ceiling, you can stay as long as your neck muscles last.  Mine give out 
after about 20 minutes.  Then you’ll be spilled outside onto Saint Peter’s Square, which is 
impressive in its own right. Then, whether you can get in Saint Peter’s depends on what’s 
happening in the church, I mean anything special associated with the Church calendar.  
 
Castel Sant’Angelo is worth a look, maybe after lunch if you spend the morning at the 
Vatican.  What I like best is the footbridge, with all the statuary.   
 
For lunch this day, I recommend Dino and Tony’s.  You go to Dino and Tony’s for one 
reason: the artichoke.  They serve a fried artichoke that’s the best we’ve ever had.  The 
prices are reasonable here. But if you’re not careful, you get food for six people and pay 
more than you want to. Be firm: No antipasto, no pasta.  You want artichokes (for two), 
boiled vegetables and roasted potatoes for one, and ONE abbacchio (that’s the roast 
lamb) or ONE arrosto di vitello (veal roast) or one arrosto misto (a mix of roasted meats).  
Water and wine.   
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, May 15, afternoon (3-4 hours) 
 

From Dino and Tony’s I suggest you get in a cab and go to Piazza del Popolo. Yes, you’ve been here.  
Take a walk up in the Villa Borghese gardens.  It’s a beautiful green space. Your next stop is the Porta 
Pinciana.  I’ve never been here before, but I’m trying to get you to the Museum and Crypt of the 
Capuchin Friars (as a possible alternative to a catacombs tour, especially if you do a Vatican tour).  

 

 
 
 

 

This is a very swanky 
area, which maybe 
explains why I’ve 
never been here.  It 
doesn’t hurt to get 
close to the rich and 
famous, as long as 
their moral code 
doesn’t rub off.   
 
Look up the Museum 
and Crypt of the 
Capuchin Friars 
(bones of over 4000 
friars). Appropriate 
attire (shoulders 
covered) required. In 
addition to cost of 
admission, a donation 
may be requested.  3-5 
euros for a good cause. 



 
When you come out of the crypt, you’re within easy walking distance of the Trevi Fountain (10 min), 
the Via del Corso, and the part of old Rome you’ve already visited.  Maybe I’m weird, but I like to 
retrace my steps. I like knowing where I am.  
 
In that spirit, I recommend you make your way to Trevi Fountain and back to Via del Corso.  Walk up 
the Via del Corso to Piazza Colonna. You will see the marble Column of Marcus Aurelius, which has 
stood there since AD 193. From here you can walk in the direction of the Pantheon or Piazza Navona 
and Via del Governo Vecchio.  You’re finishing where you began.   
   

 
 
Dinner recommendation for your last night, you might try Hosteria Farnese, in Campo de Fiori.  It’s 
May. They might have stuffed zucchini flowers on the menu.  I’ve checked the location again.  Hostaria 
Farnese is between Campo de Fiori and Piazza Farnese. Or find a cool pizza place on Via del Governo 
Vecchio.    
 

 


